Ambassadors for Christ (Made Conformable to His Death)
Phi 3:8-11  But no, rather, I also count all things to be loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them to be dung, so that I may win Christ  and be found in Him; not having my own righteousness, which is of the Law, but through the faith of Christ, the righteousness of God by faith,  that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable to His death;  if by any means I might attain to the resurrection of the dead. 

My desire is simple: to KNOW and to BE like Jesus

To know:

1) HIM (Jesus)

2) the POWER of HIS resurrection
3) the FELLOWSHIP of HIS sufferings
To be:

4) made CONFORMABLE to HIS death
2Co 5:17  So that if any one is in Christ, that one is a new creature; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 18  And all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 19  whereas God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and putting the word of reconciliation in us. 20  Then we are ambassadors on behalf of Christ, as God exhorting through us, we beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21  For He has made Him who knew no sin, to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

Ambassador – one who goes on an errand, an interpreter, a messenger

1. A minister of the highest rank employed by one prince or state, at the court of another, to manage the public concerns of his own prince or state, and representing the power and dignity of his sovereign. 
2. The designation of those who are appointed by God to declare His will

As Christ’s Ambassadors, we are to … 

Separate ourselves from the workings of this world
1Th 4:1  Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you should abound more and more, just as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God; 2  for you know what commandments we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3  For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; 4  that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5  not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God

2Co 6:14  Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers; for what fellowship does righteousness have with lawlessness? And what partnership does light have with darkness? 15  And what agreement does Christ have with Belial? Or what part does a believer have with an unbeliever? 16  And what agreement does a temple of God have with idols? For you are the temple of the living God, as God has said, "I will dwell in them and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people." 17  Therefore come out from among them and be separated, says the Lord, and do not touch the unclean thing. And I will receive you 18  and I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty. 

Be separate but relatable to the people in the world
1Co 9:18  What then is my reward? That when I preach the gospel I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I may not abuse my authority in the gospel. 19  For though I am free from all, yet I have made myself servant to all, so that I might gain the more. 20  And to the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might gain the Jews. To those who are under the Law, I became as under the Law, so that I might gain those who are under the Law. 21  To those who are outside Law, I became as outside Law (not being outside law to God, but under the Law to Christ), so that I might gain those who are outside Law. 22  To the weak I became as the weak, so that I might gain the weak. I am made all things to all men, so that I might by all means save some. 

· We are not to sin in order to reach sinners...we are to be available

· The worst guide for a lost man is another lost man

· In our efforts to be relatable, we are not to compromise our faith 

Separate ourselves from believers who have forsaken the purity of their walk.

1Co 5:11  But now I have written to you not to keep company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner—not even to eat with such a person. 12  For what have I to do with judging those also who are outside? Do you not judge those who are inside? 13  But those who are outside God judges. Therefore "PUT AWAY FROM YOURSELVES THE EVIL PERSON."
An ambassador who compromises his position is guilty of TREASON 

Guilty by association – stumbling block – compromised purity/integrity

(ie Satan: Isa 14; Eze 26)
All external relationships outside of the body of Christ are our mission/ministry opportunities

· Family and Friends

· Classmates and Teammates

· Peers, Colleagues, and Associates

Fulfill Our Mission!!!
2Ti 4:1  Therefore I solemnly witness before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who is going to judge the living and the dead according to His appearance and His kingdom, 2  preach the Word, be instant in season and out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine. 3  For a time will be when they will not endure sound doctrine, but they will heap up teachers to themselves according to their own lusts, tickling the ear. 4  And they will turn away their ears from the truth and will be turned to myths. 5  But you watch in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fully carry out your ministry. 

Why Do Christians Abandon Their Mission?

(Book bag demonstration)
Christians are led away from Christ because - Parable of the Sower (Matt 13:1-23)
1) They do not fully understand why they came to Him in the first place… (wayside)
2) They were not properly disciple concerning the elements of their faith (stony ground)
3) They allowed the cares of this world to choke the life out of their faith (thorny ground)

There were no consequences for the sower for where the seed was scattered!!!
1Ti 4:9  Faithful is the Word, and worthy of all acceptance. 10  For to this we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the preserver of all men, especially of those who believe. 11  Command and teach these things. 12  Let no one despise your youth, but be an example of the believers, in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13  Until I come, attend to reading, to exhortation, to teaching. 14  Do not neglect the gift in you, which was given you by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the body of elders. 15  Meditate on these things; be in these things in order that your improvement may appear to all.16  Hold on to yourself and to the doctrine; continue in them, for doing this you shall both save yourself and those who hear you. 

What if we found out that our failure to accomplish our mission was the determining factor in restraining people from finding the truth??? (2 Tim 4:3, Ezek 33)
Christian Marching Orders
Mat 5:13-16  You are the salt of the earth, but if the salt loses its savor, with what shall it be salted? It is no longer good for anything, but to be thrown out and to be trodden underfoot by men. 14  You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15  Nor do men light a lamp and put it under the grain-measure, but on a lampstand. And it gives light to all who are in the house. 16  Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in Heaven.

Rom 12:1-2  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

We must put our agendas, pursuits, passions, etc second to the spreading of the Gospel.  That is our first priority.  Our conforming to Jesus’ death BRINGS LIFE and LIGHT to the lost!!!

2Co 4:6-12  For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. 8  We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9  persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed—10  always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11  For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus' sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12  So then death is working in us, but life in you.
