The spirit of Jeroboam

1Ki 12:25-33 And Jeroboam built Shechem in mount Ephraim and lived in it, and went out from there and built Penuel.  26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now the kingdom shall return to the house of David!  27 If this people go up to do sacrifice in the house of Jehovah at Jerusalem, then shall the heart of this people turn again to their lord, to Rehoboam king of Judah, and they shall kill me and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah.  28  And the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold and said to them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Behold your gods, O, Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!  29 And he set the one in Bethel, and he put the other in Dan.  30 And this thing became a sin, for the people went to worship before the one, even to Dan.  31 And he made a house of high places, and made priests of the lowest of the people, who were not the sons of Levi.  32 And Jeroboam ordered a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the month, like the feast that is in Judah. And he offered on the altar. So he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves that he had made. And he placed in Bethel the priests of the high places which he had made.  33 And he offered on the altar which he had made in Bethel the fifteenth day of the eighth month, in the month which he had devised out of his own heart. And he ordered a feast for the sons of Israel. And he offered on the altar, and burned incense. 

Jeroboam: the people will contend (spirit works through contentious people with 3 defining characteristics)  
· The spirit of Jeroboam works in those filling leadership positions
1Ki 11:31, 37 And he said to Jeroboam, Take ten pieces for yourself. For so says the Lord, the God of Israel, Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and will give ten tribes to you… 37  And I will take you, and you shall reign according to all that your soul desires, and shall be king over Israel. 

· The spirit of Jeroboam feels insecure when concerning his people's zeal for God

1 Ki 12:27 If this people go up to do sacrifice in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then shall the heart of this people turn again to their lord, to Rehoboam king of Judah, and they shall kill me and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah.
· The spirit of Jeroboam attacks the very center of true worship: reverence of Almighty God

1 Ki: 28  And the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold and said to them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Behold your gods, O, Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!
Bethel:  “House of God”… a place of traditional religion 

· Traditional Religion “fulfills” the need for many to have religion without accountability for their actions
Mat 15:7-9 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying, 8 “This people draws near to Me with their mouth, and honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. 9  But in vain they worship Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men." 

2Ti 4:3-4 For a time will be when they will not endure sound doctrine, but they will heap up teachers to themselves according to their own lusts, tickling the ear. 4 And they will turn away their ears from the truth and will be turned to myths.

Dan:  “Judge” …The farthest northern city of Israel
· The path of "least resistance" always leads to emptiness
Mat 7:13-14  Go in through the narrow gate, for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to (eternal) destruction, and many there are who go in through it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and constricted is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. 

· Refusing to follow God’s plan of salvation and redemption sets us on a collision course with His judgment

 Joh 5:24 Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My Word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.
Bethel and Dan always carry an extreme cost while yielding a simple reward.

· Costs: guilt, shame, spiritual nosedive, generations of captivity
· Reward: temporary pleasure, usually painfully addictive
Jerusalem (the Cross) always yields extreme rewards while carrying a simple cost.

· Rewards:  Pleasures that lasts forever

Psa 16:11  You will make Me know the way of life; in Your presence is fullness of joys. At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
· Cost:  admitting your life has been bought and paid for in full which means you no longer live at your own whim but instead are accountable to a higher being

Titan Article

Masses of people flock towards Bethel and Dan b/c they choose to stay away from the reality of accountability 

So what is our response?  There are three responses to restricting the spirit of Jeroboam.
1) We must stay alert!!!  

We must keep our eyes open so that we are not deceived.
Mat 7:15-16 Beware of false prophets who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 16 You shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thorns, or figs from thistles?
Hos 4:6-7 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I will also reject you from being priest to Me. Since you have forgotten the Law of your God, I will also forget your sons, even I.  7 As they were increased, so they sinned against Me. I will change their glory into shame. 

2) We must take a stand publicly!!!

2Co 4:1-3,6-7 Therefore since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not faint.  2 But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness, nor adulterating the Word of God, but by the revelation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.  3  But also if our gospel is hidden, it is hidden to those being lost… 6  For it is God who said, "Out of darkness Light shall shine;" who shone in our hearts to give the brightness of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us… 

1Pe 2:15-17  For such is the will of God, doing good to silence the ignorance of foolish men; 16  as free, and not having freedom as a cover of evil, but as servants of God. 17 Honor all. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.
· The only thing that God’s children have to do for the enemy to move as he wishes amongst us is to keep silent
Mat 12:36, 37 But I say to you that every idle word, whatever men may speak, they shall give account of it in the Day of Judgment. 37 For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned. 

(idle) G692 ἀργός argos ar-gos' From G1 (as a negative particle) and G2041; inactive, that is, unemployed; (by implication) lazy, useless: - barren, idle, slow.

(words) G3056 Λόγος logos log'-os From G3004; something said (including the thought)…

· Our silence during matters of extreme need will also be brought into accountability
3) We must take a stand personally!!!

1Th 4:3,4,7  For this is the will of God, your sanctification, for you to abstain from fornication, 4  each one of you to know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honor… 7  For God has not called us to uncleanness, but in sanctification. 

Rom 12:1-3  I beseech you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, pleasing to God, which is your reasonable service (spiritual act of worship).  2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, in order to prove by you what is that good and pleasing and perfect will of God.  3  For I say, through the grace given to me, to every one who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think. But set your mind to be right-minded, even as God has dealt to every man the measure of faith. 
· If our private life does not reflect our public profession, we are powerless
Eph 6:14a Therefore stand, having your loins girded about with truth, 
· When we confront the enemy, he attempts to counterattack using guilt and weakness…the truth of God’s Word alive in us covers our shame and iniquities…but we must declare it
Eph 6:14b and having on the breastplate of righteousness
· Our righteousness through Jesus cannot be undermined by the enemy, but we must declare it

· Eph 6:15 and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace.
· Our before hand knowledge of the Word and the application of its use is the authority on which we stand and to which Satan must flee, but he knows the difference between authority and assumption and so must we.
